1. Censored Text

underwritten, the loyal subjects of...King James,
by ye grace of God...having undertaken, for ye
= olory of God, and advancement of ye Christian
Gov faith, and honor of our king & country, a voyage
to plant ye first colony in ye Northern parts of
Virginia, do by these presents solemnly
& mutually in ye presence of God, and one of

¥ another, covenant & combine our selves
together into a civil body politic...”

“‘VQ(D, by these presents s documen
combs selves into a civil body politic

1S
{gmu@: enact, constitute, and _ﬁ'ame
such j i equal laws . . . for the general
good of the colony. . . ."

Mayflower Compact
Novemnber 11, 1620
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2. Redefined Meaning
18" Century Words, Modern Dictionary

When 3 éfférson

wrote that “all men” were

e__g_ual, he really meant “all
citizens.” Women and
blacks were not included.
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5th Grade Houghton Mifflin

3. Censored Context
Alexis De Tocqueville

" Tocqueville found much both to admire and to criticize
as he traveled the country. Though impressed by the
equality of opportunity in the American democracy, he
wondered how a society so devoted to materialism and
the pursuit of individual self-interest could produce the
civic spirit needed for self-government. Qs‘;FE/;-:!MO'

! Textbook author’s conclusion: o g

' citizenship for Tocqueville, therefore, was nothing other
than enlightened self-interest.
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French Historian: Alexis De Tocqueville
Why America Succeeded and France Failed:

DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA

ny
ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE

TRANSLATION BY HENRY EEEVE A8 HE-
VISED AND ANNOTATED FROM THE AU

392 DEMOCRACY IN AMERICA.

The Americans combine the notions of Christianity and
of liberty so intimately in their minds, that it is impossible
to make them conceive the one without the other; and
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Redefined Roots of American Government

-—

Roots of Government

Enllghtenment thinkers in the

The Origins of American Constitutionalism,
Louisiana State University, 1988

Table 2. Frequency of Citation

1. Montesquieu 8.3%
2. Blackstone 7.9
3. Locke 2.9

American colonies were excited. Here other, was the French philosos o i 13
they were, the first people in history to pher Baron de ¥ggtessuieu. ek 12
have the chance to create an entirely The Ee"agl:ISh:hllOSOP erser Lo
new government based on Enlighten- R et Al
ment principles. But what form should | s
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The Origins of American Constitutionalism, T ——

Louisiana State University, 1988
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collective people to define it."6 When it came to building and runmng civi
societies, few American Whigs in the 1770 saw any conflict between what they

tead in Locke or Montesquieu and what they read in the Bible

v Y depeni upan the stability and durstion of the virue by
JUBILEE OF THE CONSTITUTION. ey

A DISCOURSE 'Vnh 1}: tu:whﬂhdlmsnmﬁnﬂumﬂ: Gnn-
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Now the v zrfue whmh had been mfused into the Con-

"mrwmmmmkw stitution of the United States, and was to give to its
o ey, e s or . | Vital - existence  the  stability and duration to which it
e | was destined, was no other than the eoneretion of those
i “;:NM waq| BDStract principles which had been first proclaimed in the
; Declaration of Independence —namely, the self-evidenit
eresinext of s oniren | truths of the natural and unaliena.ble richts of -man, of

THURSOAY, Tl ek OF AIRIT, To T O[Tt m:uml ety o
the principles proclai ulm! in the Declarntion of Inde-
pndm“du its administration must ily

Bt arterrn s s s poreres - [PE——

et
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e o Thls was the platform upon which the Constitution
of the United States had been erected. Tts VIRTUES,
its republican character, consisted in its conformity to

the principles proclaimed in the Declaration of Inde-
l-m,..m.';-r{?’ u‘;r_:;l:-i:;-:. col pendence,

¥IIT ARTOR NOUSE

Y JOHN QUINCY ADAME

Rbrin “ ‘ bad consented to be ploced.at the:head of tinwww and
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Without the Declaration of Independence, the
Constitution can be redefined to mean anything.

Change W_t_h_gut Ame_mi!nsnt

~The Constitution is not a

- rigid document. Because of 4

| imprecise language in some sec-

By unofficial methods is
meant, first, the Supreme

Court’s interpretation of the

Constitution, which differs

sometimes from court to court,

depending on the views of new|

justices. The second unofficial
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Without the Declaration Principles
the Bill of Rights

limit the People, rather than government.

Sonne gvermiment lesers thisk that ol young people

ArrLicaTioN

.__‘,I‘ 1) yes 2) no 3) yes 4) yes 5) no
16) yc.:: 7) yes 8) no 9) no

9) May citizens enjoy rlghts that are not hsted in the Bill of
Rights?
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Bill of Rights is Old Fashioned...

Ab fund'lmt,nt‘ll and lastmg as |ts guarantees have been,
the U.S. Bill of Rights is a document of the eighteenth
century, reflecting the issues and concerns of the age in
which it was written. The rights guaranteed to Americans

4. Examine each of the rights in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights that is not protected

sEemf' callz in our Constltutmn Is the rlght you have
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Minnesota 7th Grade Quiz:
“Sovereignty” = Absolute Authority!”

| Cm— “"—\""'—5‘"?
Qe T —

MuLTiFLE CHOICE

__(:_‘ 1. The term sovereignty refers to
c. the absolute authority a government
has over its citizens.

| TRUEFaL e

T \566. Neither the United States nor Russia are sovereign states.
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